
 

Alameda Counseling Department 

       FAFSA Instructions – Application opens OCTOBER 1! 
FAFSA:  Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

 

             ALL SENIORS SHOULD APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID! 

 
 

1. Use only this website – it is free:   https://fafsa.ed.gov/ 

 
 

2. Log in to the FAFSA.    Must have an FSA ID 

(username and password) 

 One PARENT needs an FSA ID and 

 The STUDENT needs an FSA ID 

 You can create one, if you don’t have one yet. 

   
 

3. Go back to the FAFSA site and click the button Start a New FAFSA.  

ALWAYS save your work as you go. You can always come back  and complete the form later. 
 

4. When complete, check and then submit your report. If you discover an error later, you can log in and make 

corrections and resubmit. 
 

5. You will receive an estimate of your award if you qualify at the end of the application process, and an 

estimated EFC, Expected Family Contribution (this is the estimated amount that the family/you are 

responsible for). 
 

6. You will receive a financial letter from your college that will include the Pell Grant (if you qualify) and any 

other scholarships that you might have applied for through the college. Usually the letters are mailed in April 

from the college.  

 

7. ANALYZE all offer letters from the colleges to determine what your final cost will be. Notify the school where 

you plan to attend by MAY 1.  

An FSA ID is required by each individual completing and 
signing the FAFSA.  You use the FSA ID to: 

 Log into FAFSA.gov 

 Sign the FAFSA 

 Log into NSLDS.ed.gov to track loan history 

 Log into Studentloans.gov to manage student loans 

 You will use the SAME FSA ID EVERY YEAR when you 
apply for the FAFSA. 

 
Record your info in a safe place: 
FSA ID for student      FSA ID for parent 
Email: _____________     ________________ 
Username:__________             ________________ 
Password: __________     ________________ 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/


 

Alameda Counseling Department 

Do you need help completing the FAFSA? 
 

FINANCIAL AID NIGHT at Alameda International 
 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 (during Conferences) 

“Drop in event” 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Library – Arrive by 6 p.m. to allow for enough 

time. 
 

Experts will be available to help you complete the FAFSA 

*Bring your 2017 Tax Returns* 
 

 

 

 

 

** If you are DACA, then you do NOT qualify for financial aid; your Social Security Number is for employment/work purposes only. 

 

Some Common questions regarding DACA/Citizenship: 

           
 

           

Items you may need before you begin: 

  Driver’s License (if you have one) 

  Social Security Number** for yourself (and your parent, if they have one) 

  Student and parent income tax returns 

  Earnings statements (W-2 forms, recent pay stubs) 

  Bank and investment account statements 

  Records of untaxed income like Social Security, contributions to a 401(k) or tax-deferred pension. 


